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1 ςGetting started with Web of Science

ÅPresenting Web of Science and the Core Collection

ÅAccessing the Web of Science

ÅSearching keywords

ÅSorting and refining results



Why Web of Science?
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Accelerate novel research of the highest quality with the Web of Science platform

Uncover hidden opportunities 
to advance your research

Discover technical information disclosed 
exclusively in patent documents, and access 
data sets to validate study findings or reuse 
in your own work.

Conduct more comprehensive 
literature reviews 

Find unique papers from niche resources 
focusing on specific subject areas and 
regions with an efficient tool to support 
systematic and literature review.

Maximize the results of your 
limited research time

Easily locate datasets, conference papers 
and patents alongside content from the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƛƴǘǳƛǘƛǾŜ 
interface. Stay up to date with one alert.



Web of Science platform content
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Gain a comprehensive view of worldwide research across the sciences, social sciences, and arts & humanities

20 million +
Records with funding data

137,000+
Books

14.5 million+
Data Sets and Data 
Studies

21,900+
Total journals in the
Core Collection

34,000+
Journals across the 
platform

109 million
Patents for over 
56million inventions

Statistics as of October 2022

300,000+
Conference proceedings

196 million+
Records

Backfiles to 1900
With cover-to-cover indexing

2.2 billion+
Cited references



Web of Science Core Collection 
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Research with confidence 

ÅMultidisciplinary and 
international in scope

ÅOver 21,000 journals across the

ςScience Citation Index Expanded 

ςSocial Sciences Citation Index 

ςArts & Humanities Citation Index

ςEmerging Sources Citation Index 

ÅOver 225,000 conferences in the 
Conference Proceedings Citation 
Index 

ÅOver 133,000 books in the Book 
Citation Index 

Conduct data-intensive 
studies

More researchers rely on the Web 
of Science Core Collection than on 
Scopus and Google Scholar for 
systematic review and research 
evaluation.

Uncover related research 
via citation linking 

Leverage a powerful citation 
network to find papers that have 
cited works of art, fiction, data 
models, government reports, and 
other material. 

Track the development 
and evolution of ideas

Find early discoveries in conference 
literature and explore their 
progression in journal literature 
and books.  

Trust your resources in an 
age of misinformation

Consistent, rigorous evaluation and 
curation means you can have 
confidence in the quality of your 
results. 



Editorial integrity and publisher neutrality
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Protect your research reputation

ÅConfidently navigate the 
growing complexities of 
journal publishing. 

ÅMake high stakes 
decisions about resource 
allocation and people 
with data that is 
independent of bias.

More information

Publisher neutral Vetted OA content

Our in-house experts, who 
have no affiliations to 
publishers or research 
institutes, select the 
journals in the Core 
Collection to provide you 
with a data set of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
publications that is free of 
potential industry bias or 
conflict of interest.

Access over 16 million open 
access papersτincluding 
green OAςfrom reputable 
journals that have been 
vetted against our 28 
evaluation criteria for quality 
and impact. Easily determine 
which fields are well covered 
by this material so that you 
can reserve your budget for 
only the most critical gaps.

In-house curation

Rigorous curation processes 
guard against inclusion of 
hijacked journals, and expert 
review ensures that journals 
are correctly classified into 
the appropriate subject 
categories so that your 
statistical reporting and 
analyses are accurate.  
Databasesthat rely on 
algorithmic approaches* or 
occasional outside review 
lack consistency and 
oversight. 

https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/solutions/webofscience-core-collection-editorial-selection-process/


Conference Proceedings Citation Index 
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Monitor the leading edge of peer-reviewed research

ÅUncover emerging 
trends and new ideas 
before they appear in 
journals. 

ÅTrack the influence of 
papers, authors, and 
conference series.

ÅOver 225,000 
conferences covered 

ÅBackfiles to 1990

Stay up-to-date with fields where conference papers are the primary 
research communication channel. 

Research Areas ranked by number of proceedings papers and meeting abstracts (March 2023) 



Book Citation Index 
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Unlock foundational knowledge 

ÅOver 133,000 scholarly 
books covered

ÅBackfiles to 2005 

Analyze citation 
networks

Quickly locate books 
relevant to your work 
alongside conference 
papers and journal articles 
in one intuitive platform 
experience.  

Demonstrate 
researcher impact 

Streamline discovery 
beyond journals

Trace the impact network of 
influential books in your field 
and easily find papers that 
build on the fundamental 
concepts in books and book 
chapters. 

Help researchers in the 
social sciences, arts, and 
humanities showcase the full 
reach and impact of their 
scholarly output.
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Accessing Web of Science

http://www.webofscience.com/

ü Working on-site (IP range) ςNo credentials required

ü Working remotely(3 options)

o with VPN

o via ȅƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻȄȅ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ

o with your personal account 

Make sure you access Web of Science onsite or through a remote 
connection via your organization so you can benefit the full 

subscription to Web of Science. Otherwise, you will only have a free 
and partial access to Web of Science to see researcher profiles.

http://www.webofknowledge.com/
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The landing page Interface available 
in 9 languages

Easily navigate to 
other solutions

Select the database(s) and collection(s) 
where you want to search for documents

ά5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎέ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ƴƻǎǘ 
popular fields. A description of each field 
appears when you hover over it in the list. 
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About screen 
readers  

There is an audio clue to 
notify users accessing via a 

screen reader to know when 
the page has completed 

loaded

You will see this popup window the 
first time you access Web of Science



Search keywords in the Core Collection: The rules 1/2
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ÁSearch a Topic

ÁAlways search the terms in English (even if the paper is in another language, it will be indexed in English)

ÁWhen you search per Topic, you search keywords in: 
o Titles
o Summaries
o !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘǎ
o KeyWordsPlus (generated automatically based on the titles of bibliographic references)

Note that before 1991, Web of Science was only indexing titles, authors and 

cited references.Web of Science started indexing abstract and keywords in 1991.



Search keywords in the Core Collection : The rules 2/2
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ÁNo need to write the operator ANDbetween 2 words

ÁBoolean operators: AND, OR, NOT, NEAR/x (very useful)

ÁRight and left truncation with the symbol *

Á¢ƻ ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŀŎǘ άǇƘǊŀǎŜέΣ ǳǎŜ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǊƪǎ όŦƻǊ ŜȄΦ άŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜέύ

More Information about Boolean operators, search operator precedence & use of parentheses 

More Information aboutwildcards

http://webofscience.help.clarivate.com/en-us/Content/search-operators.html?Highlight=Search%20Operator%20Precedence
http://webofscience.help.clarivate.com/en-us/Content/search-rules.htm?Highlight=wildcards
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About spelling 
variations in the 
Core Collection

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜǎ άǎȅƴƻƴȅƳǎέ

Examples I write The search also retrieves

British/American behaviour
color

behaviour/behavior
colour/color

Singular/plural mouse
mice

mouse/mice
mouse/mice

Synonyms astronautics cosmonautics

More information about Spelling Variations

http://webofscience.help.clarivate.com/en-us/Content/spelling-variations.html
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Sorting the 
list of results

Click on the purple title to 
open the document record

Sorting options
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How is a document
indexed in

Web of Science?

A document record contains:

The title (in English)

The authors and their affiliations

The abstract (in English)

The author keywords (in English)

The information about the journal

The DOI

The publication and index dates

The document type

And more!

Å Click on the journal title to display a summary of the journal performance in Journal Citation Reports.
Å The popup window shows the most recent Journal Impact Factor & Journal Citation Indicator.
Å If your organization subscribes to Journal Citation Reports, you will also be able to view the specific 

rank and quartile in each category.

Link to JCR
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Refining the 
list of results

Refine options help you 
collect the most relevant
results.
Options include:
ςDocument Types
ςPublication Years
ςAffiliations
ςOpen Access
ςMost cited papers
ςMost recent papers
ςAnd more!

Refine = Include only the selected items
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Identify 
trustworthy 
literature

Web of Science helps you  
discard retracted papers from 

your bibliography

Web of Science Core Collection: 
Document Type Descriptions

The list can also be sorted alphabetically

https://webofscience.help.clarivate.com/en-us/Content/document-types.html
https://webofscience.help.clarivate.com/en-us/Content/document-types.html
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2 ςFinding full texts

ÅLinking to Open Access full texts

ÅDescription of Open Access types

ÅUsing EndNote Click



Linking to Open Access full texts
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Clarivate provided grant funding to 
OurResearch(formerly Impactstory), a 
non-profit, to improve their open 
access detection and versioning 
technology for both Web of Science 
users and the community as a whole.

VDiscover and access trusted, peer-
reviewed OA with confidence ςand find 
non-άǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊȅέ h! ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ƛƴΦ

VExtend your full text budget with seamless 
access to millions of OA articles.

VUnderstand the impact of your 
institution's investment in open access.

Helping you discover, access and evaluate high-quality open access content.



How many full-text papers do I have access to?
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ÅThe main links are 
displayed on the search 
results page and all Open 
Access links are made 
available within the record.

ÅFiltersare provided for all 
Open Access types, 
enabling the focus on 
particular sets of records.
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Description of
Open Access types
in Web of Science

Open access status is provided 

across the Web of Science platform 

as a result of a partnership with 

OurResearch, a not-for-profit 

organization. This partnership 

improves discoverability and access 

to article-level OA versions not 

only by adding more links to OA 

content, but also by prioritizing the 

links to the best version of OA 

contentwhen multiple versions of 

an article are available.

http://webofscience.help.clarivate.com/en-us/Content/open-access.html


Open URL link to your 
institution library (optional)

Options on 
the publisher 

site

Link out to 
Google Scholar

Open Access linksAccess to
full text

from a record
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EndNote Click

To fully understand any 
paper, you need to read it. 
Web of Science has several 
built-in routes to access the 

full text.
Or you can download 

EndNote Click to leverage 
subscription services as well 

as Open Access sources.



Access full text articles in one click | EndNote Click
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ÅA free browser plug-in

ÅOne click access to Full Text

Å Integrates with library holdings

ÅFinds legal OA PDFs

ÅTravels with the researcher

ÅCurrently used worldwide by over 1M 
researchers.

ÅDownload the free Plugin (for Chrome, Firefox, Opera) from https://click.endnote.com/

ÅCreate your account (use your Web of Science or EndNote credentials) and select your institution. 

https://click.endnote.com/
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How does it work?

Also provides one-click 
access to PDFs from 
some search results 
pages.

Web of Science PubMed

Capturing from Google Scholar

Capturing from PubMed

https://clarivate.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=62804450
https://clarivate.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=62797803
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How does it work?

After you CLICK, the PDF is 
displayed in your Locker, 
with the ability to:

Å Read and Tag it
Å Download it
Å Export it
Å View the article on the journal 

page
Å See the article in Web of 

Science
Å Discard it
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Files are stored in my locker
Organizing

Sorting

Managing

How does it work?
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ÅDownload the free plugin (for Chrome, Firefox, Edge and Opera) :  

https://click.endnote.com/

ÅGet started in two minutes : 

https://clarivate.libguides.com/endnote_training/endnote_click_in_two_minut

es

ÅComparison of researcher workflow plugins: https://kopernio.com/compare

ÅInformation for libraries: https://click.endnote.com/for-libraries; 

https://clarivate.libguides.com/endnote_training/endnote_click_for_libraries

ÅInformation for publishers : https://click.endnote.com/for-publishers

ÅOur data principles: https://click.endnote.com/data-principles

ÅTerms and privacy: https://click.endnote.com/terms

Useful links

https://click.endnote.com/
https://clarivate.libguides.com/endnote_training/endnote_click_in_two_minutes
https://clarivate.libguides.com/endnote_training/endnote_click_in_two_minutes
https://kopernio.com/compare
https://click.endnote.com/for-libraries
https://clarivate.libguides.com/endnote_training/endnote_click_for_libraries
https://click.endnote.com/for-publishers
https://click.endnote.com/data-principles
https://click.endnote.com/terms
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3ςSaving my work

ÅCreating an account and signing in

ÅKeeping my history

ÅSaving searches and alerts

ÅSaving marked lists

ÅPersonalizing my homepage



31

Why creating a Web of Science account?

ÅTo save your searches and create alerts

ÅTo create lists of documents

ÅTo get yoursearches and viewed documentssaved for a year in History

ÅTo have a personalized homepage

ÅTo use the same account for EndNote, Journal Citation Reports, Essential Science Indicators, InCites 

Master Journal List, My Research Assistant and navigate smoothly across the different platforms

ÅTo access the Web of Science remotely (http://www.webofscience.com/) for 6 months without 

VPN/Proxy/SSO

http://www.webofscience.com/


Registering for the Web of Science
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When you create your account, make sure you access Web of Science onsite or through 
a remote connection via your organization so you can benefit the full subscription to 

Web of Science (please refer to the access instructions). Otherwise, you will only have 
a free and partial access to Web of Science to see researcher profiles.



Signing in for the Web of Science
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Remember that you have
ONE unique account for all Clarivate platforms:

Web of Science, Journal Citation reports, EndNote, 
InCites, Essential Science Indicators,

Master Journal List, My Research Assistant, 
Cortellis, etc.

A few exceptions though that require a separate registration:
EndNote Click, Web of Science Academy, Web of Science Learning.
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Your history is 
saved for a year

if you are signed in

Managing my queries

In purple, direct links to the records I opened 
and the lists of results for each query
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Managing your 
history

Select the items you would like to delete from your history

Note that you can only export 
search queries from the current 

session (all sets selected by default)
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Saving searches 
and alerts

If you are signed in, you can 
save your searches to come 
back to later.

From the list 
of results

From the 
history

OR
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Managing saved 
searches and alerts

These search strategies can also be used as Alerts. Search Alerts will email you when new 
publications are added to the database that match your saved search criteria. For 
example, if your saved search is on Nanotechnology, our system emails new works on 
this topic at a frequency of your choice.

Alerts can also be set up for:

Ånew publications citing a particular record

Åthe table of contents of a new journal issue
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Receiving a 
search alert in 
my mailbox

With hyperlinks to the records

5 most relevant records
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Creating a 
citation alert

You can stay informed about recently published 
research and see who is citing your work.

When you create a citation alert, you receive an 
email whenever a new publication cites a 

previously published work.

1

Configure your 
preferences

2

3



Saving marked lists
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Å Store your search results - it's not always 
possible to finish your search in one session. 
Marking records for your next visit to Web of 
Science helps you pick up where you left off.

ÅGroup articles together you want to analyze 
ςgather the perfect set of publications, then 
use Analyze to understand trends across 
them, or use Citation Report to reveal the 
articles that cite your selections.

ÅCreate a custom set of items to export-
There are lots of export options - send to 
EndNote for later use in writing a paper, print, 
email or even export to InCites Benchmarking 
& Analytics for detailed citation analysis
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Creating new 
Marked Lists

Select the recordsyou want to 
save and:

Å Add them to an existing list

Å Or add them to a new list

Å Or add them to an unfiled 
folder and organize them later

Å Note that if you do not select 
any record, Web of Science 
will offer to add all the records 
on the page, or all the records 
in the results (up to 50,000) to 
your list

1

2

3
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Accessing your 
Marked Lists 

Your marked lists are displayed in a single page designed 
to manage your multiple marked lists easily. 

You can save up to 50 marked 
lists with 50,000 records each

Note: Chem Structures are only available for customers 
who subscribe to chemistry searches in Web of Science 

Core Collection or Derwent Innovation Index).
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Managing your 
Marked Lists 

Your previously saved items are 
now displayed in a page view so 
that you can easily:

view previously saved records 
(sorted by type or previously 
saved marked list)

find a previously saved list with 
new search and sort capabilities

delete multiple lists at a single 
time

make edits to existing lists 
names or descriptions

create a new marked list
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Merge Marked Lists

Select which lists you wish to 
combine using the checkboxes and 
then click on Merge Lists.

When merging lists, please 
remember that each list must 
contain fewer than 50,000 records 
and each user can save up to 50 
lists at one time.
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Managing Unfiled 
Marked Lists 

ÅYou can organize your Unfiled Records 
by adding them to a marked list.

ÅSimply open to Unfiled Records by 
type (ie, Documents), select the 
desired records you wish to file, and 
ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άaƻǊŜέ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
option to either Copy or Move the 
selected records.

ÅCopying records will leave the original 
record in the Unfiled Records area 
whereas Moving the record will delete 
the original record from Unfiled 
Records after it has been moved into 
the selected Marked List.

1

2

3

4

5
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Personalizing 
my homepage

A personalized homepage 
dashboard is available to 
signed-in users. The 
dashboard is located right 
below the search box and 
includes 4 new sections:

ÅRecent searches

ÅLatest alerts

ÅMy researcher metrics

ÅRecommended for you

The last 10 document view, alert summary 
view or search history events are displayed. 
Click on the 3 dots icon on the right to see 
some of the functionalities available on the 

main History page.

You can expand or compact 
each section using the 

arrow icon in the heading
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Jump back into your 
research thanks to the 
left-hand navigation

Display 10 articles that are 
personally recommended to the 

signed-ƛƴ ǳǎŜǊΦ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ά±ƛŜǿ 
ƳƻǊŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

list to view the full set of 50 
articles recommended from the 
Web of Science Core Collections. 

Click the more options button 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά±ƛŜǿ wŜŎƻǊŘέ 

link to reveal additional features.

A quick view of your profile stats and links to popular actions, 
such as adding publications or exporting your profile as a CV.

Personalizing 
my homepage
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Configure your preferences

Personalizing 
my homepage
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4ςFrom basic to advanced searches

ÅUsing the operator NEAR

ÅLooking for one document

ÅCombining searches

ÅBuilding complex searches

ÅExploring suggestions
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Using the 
operator NEAR

ÅUse NEAR/x to find documents 
where the terms joined by the 
operator are within a specified 
number of words of each other.

ÅReplace the x with a number to 
specify the maximum number 
of words that separate the 
terms.

ÅIf you use NEAR without /x, the 
system will find records where 
the terms joined by NEAR are 
within 15 words of each other.

Depending on how you use the operator NEAR, it can 
help you expand or narrow the number of results.

Less results

More results
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Looking for 
one document

Look for (part of) the title enclosed in quotation marks

Copy-paste one or more DOIs
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A quick search?

{ŜŀǊŎƘ άŀƭƭ ŦƛŜƭŘǎέ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ 
and get a short list of results

Å Example : Searching a keyword + the surname of one author + 
άǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭέ Ҍ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ȅŜŀǊ

Å No need to write the operator ANDbetween terms
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Building complex 
searches with the 

Query Builder

Use the Query Builder to build a complex search from scratch

!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άvǳŜǊȅ 
tǊŜǾƛŜǿέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘŀƎǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ

Å The Advanced Search enables 
you to search all the fields 
thanks to a list of field tags.

ÅWhere there is a list to select 
from there is some purple text 
that is a link to the list. 

Å You can also select which of the 
collections you want to search.

Open the Advanced Search
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Building complex 
searches with the 

Query Builder

AƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
done in this session (you can select them at the bottom of the page)

The exportation to Excel may be helpful to edit complex searches
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Reopening a 
complex search, 

editing and saving it

When opening the query link another user shared with you,
you get this type of window:

Å How do I know what this query was about?
Å How can I edit this query

STEP 1 - Go to the history and 
expand the query with the arrows 

to read it
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STEP 2 - Go to Advanced Search and click on the pencil to edit each segment

STEP 3 ς9Řƛǘ ǉǳŜ ǉǳŜǊȅ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά{ŀǾŜέ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ƛǘ
όhǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΥ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴ ŀƭŜǊǘέ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜŘƛǘǎύ

STEP 4 ςCombine the 
modified query segments

Reopening a 
complex search, 

editing and saving it
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Useful hidden
field tags

¶ DTfor Document Type (DT=article)

¶ LAfor Language (LA=Spanish)

¶ EAfor Early Access (works like 
publication years. For example, the 
query EA=1600-2020 NOT 
DT="early access" gets you all 
articles that have an early access 
year but are no longer early access 
(meaning they are now published 
in an issue).

¶ TMAC for Macro Citation Topic

¶ TMSO for MesoCitation Topic

¶ TMIC for Micro Citation Topic

TIP to find hidden tags:
Å Run a query and go to the advanced search
Å Click on the pencil to edit it and see how it is translated



Exploring suggestions on the full record page

58© Clarivate 2021

Up to 50 
suggestions

Preview 5 top 
relevant suggestions

Suggestions based on co-browsing activity (last 1-year usage from all users in all regions) 
and article topics (proprietary algorithm extracting topics mostly from author keywords)



Exploring suggestions next to the list of results
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ÅA new and exciting 

way to discover 

content in Web of 

Science

ÅFor users looking for 

specific topics, 

suggestions can 

expedite search

ÅFor users browsing 

more generally, 

suggestions can create 

serendipitous 

moments of discovery
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5ςExporting data

ÅExporting a list of publications

ÅUsing the Core Collection indexation

ÅExporting data with APIs
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Exporting results

Choose the metadata you need for your project and 
export up to 1,000 results at a time

ÅYou can export a custom selection of fields to Excel  (11 per default 

for the Core Collection, but you can edit and export up to 27 fields)

ÅNote that the data fields that can be exported will vary depending 

on the database. In all databases, you can export up to 11 fields

Use your account to export & navigate smoothly from platform to platform 
ONE SHARED ACCOUNT FOR ALL CLARIVATE SOLUTIONS
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Data indexed in
the Core Collection
for each document 

Å Title

Å All Authors

Å !ǳǘƘƻǊǎΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊǎ όResearcherID, ORCID)

Å Affiliation of each author

Å Abstract

Å Author keywords + KeyWordsPlus

Å DOI of the document + document type

Å Journal and editorial information

Å Funding agencies and acknowledgments (since 2008)

Å All Cited references

Å Etc.



Understanding the indexation fields (1/5)
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Title in English (translated from 
local language if applicable)

Authors and their 
identifiers

Information about the journal and document 
(DOI, publication date, index date, document type)

Abstract in 
English

Core Collection Full Record Details










































































































